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W‘\SHINGTON 5‘ The ‘Sel'mtc'l

cleared! the way ‘esterday. for-ap- i
prévaf'of legislation under” ‘“which

jottrnalists and government officials .

cotildbe jailed or fined for publicly *
dlelOSan the names of covert Amer-
1c.sn mtellloenceaoems T

’She proposal is srrongly supported
b,,,Presxdent Reagan. as a means of.
preventing terrorist attacks on Clag.
a3énts overseas. ‘But it has _been]
condemned by sone senators jourq
nalism societies andthe American
Civil Liberties Union‘as a direct at-
rack on the free-prws provnsxonsor
the First Amendment. . i

" The Agent Identities Bxll approved§
by the House last fall, was first pro-
posed four years ‘ago'when forme
CIA officers such-as Philip Agee be
gan naming names and locations of *
undercover intelligénce agents as 7'
;part of a campaign to limit or abohsh
covert operations by the CIA. = o =
i But the debate has broadened smce
then, and enactment of the measure | i
has been delayed for months by dis- |
agreement over how difficult it
should be for a'prosecutor to build a
case against a reponer who name&a-
covertdoem in print.. .‘;-:.

™The Senate resoived that 1ssue yes-‘
terday voting 55-39 t0 approve a ver-§
sion that would allow a journalist to
be convicted only if a jury-had rea-
son to believe that the xdentlfxcanon
of an agent would disrupt intelli."
gence operations. A final vote on thej
legislarion was dela ,ed probablv
until today. e 2 Y]

A compr.tmu versxon recommend-
cd-by the Senate. Judiciary. Commit-
itee and Sen. Joseph Biden (D :Dek),
f would have gone further: rcqumng a
Jury to conclude that 4 reporter in.
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. tended o drsrnptw U.S }t)teulaem:e\a

operanons Many of . those Who sup-%
/ported that version expreSSed: dxssar-»
1sfdction wum“gmasm' at; wasr’
approved .

Charles Noviwz; presxdén Sloma iy
.Delta Chi, an organization of jou rnalw,
“ists, said it was unconSgnunonal and>
. ~would havea acmllmg effect'on th
‘reporting of US- acnvmes overseas
" This bill strikesat the: nghtommen-,.
cans to monitor merr rgovernment ¥

Jack Landau; drrector of the Re-—=
poners Commmee Ior Freedom of 2
the Press, complamed that “this bill *-
alows for the prosecution.and jailing -
of news reporters and authors for_
identifying agents or rhexr sources,
even-il the ageht: or the! Source- 15,.
-breaking federal’ Taw, or, is violating’ M
"pres:dennal policy, or even:if the:r :

! names come from public records me
‘-7 “The First Amendment,””_; saxd LG- =
" dau, “only’” permits the convxcnonx-
“and jailing of news people for pub-Z

“lishing information which is a di- e
I rect, immediate and 1rreparabtem1u-,,

'ty to the national security, and does: T

“notipermit prosecutions for:d
*ing “information-. which_is“merely? -
embarrassmo or causes some d!scnm-*-
“fort1o’ thego»ernmem gL IE
s

- Bruce Sanford a Sxomzr [)elta (jn s
attorney calreci 1he bllL “a rude

isclos—w

A

=

~

.. example, .the New York

:» sion that'was approved, said-the leg-

"clitsy and , Bihgeroist unneces—]
sary lm.ueronaImothe liberties of-all

*Americans, 2 aidythe,feal Shameénis,
! that most people{smpfy don t under™
standw‘xy T Ve

otes .-.-.} o

Biden* saxd. federal - prosecutorsf.~7
should be required t¢ show that a
-Feporter dellberately setout 0 “im-
+hair or impede” legitimate inteili-
.gence operanons ‘Another supporter
ofithe stricteristandard; Sen; Daniel-
-P. Moynihan (D.;N:Y.), said; “We are
‘not enacting :ms bill to~ eas& ‘the.
‘burden of US attomeys e iy -_4

Biden aiso expressed fear that a
reporter might be prosecuted for
exposing - CIA abuses. Recently,: for
.Times dec.
tailed the -activities- of : former- €1A
-agents Francis-E. Terpil ang Edwin P
mlson who set-up a secret,, pnvate;
;arms- selhng operation in be}a,,

*1 want_the press going there in--
tending 1o expose ihose peop)e
Bidensaid. - , B

Shortly aﬁer the vote Sen John
Chaffee (R., R.L), sponsorpf the ver-

_islation would riot ‘permit- p'osecu-
‘tion of journalists who exposed ille-1
gal or improper actions by ‘the CLAZ
He also said “You can kickthe tar ot 3
of.the CIA" thhonrs;;ec;ﬁcanyxdfm

: tifying clandesnm!acents- e
M—.‘.——-—O——‘.&s e
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